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Structural Transformation of Ryukyu Kingdom
in the 17" and Early 18" Centuries:

As an Intersection of Cultural Interaction

OKAMOTO Hiromichi

Preface

The history of Ryukyu kingdom established upon “Ryukyu arc”, a series of
archipelagos from the south of Kyushu Island to the north of Taiwan Island, was
significantly changed by the invasion of Satsuma at 1609 and the start of control
by Satsuma and Tokugawa Shogunate. Ryukyu kingdom was flourished as mari-
time trade power before 1609, because of its subtropical climate, maritime
resources and geographical location at the center of East China Sea. From its
ancient and middle ages, Ryukyu arc was a production area of trading articles,
for example shellfish like Laciniated Conch, Cone Shell, Cowrie, Turban Shell
and Trumpet Triton"”. Ryukyu entered into diplomatic relations with Chinese
dynasty at 1372, in response to the invitation of the Hongwu emperor, the founder
of Ming China. Ryukyu had developed as a main actor of maritime trade in East
Asia and Southeast Asia, because of the maritime ban on private overseas trade
(haijin) ordered by the Ming court and the Ming’s policy of preferential treatment
towards Ryukyu. The Ming’s policy of preferential treatment towards Ryukyu was
carried out as a countermeasure against maritime power including “woko (Japa-

1) Kinoshita Naoko K T %1, Nanté kai bunka no kenkyii — Kai no michi no kékogaku Wi k& H At
DfgE— HoOBEDF % [A study of shellfish culture in south islands — archaeology of
shellfish trade routes], Housei University Press, 1996. Kinoshita Naoko, Senshi Ryitkyii no
seigyo to koeki — Amami / Okinawa no hakkutsu chésa kara 5o R HEROAFE &R 5 — A8 5 - i
DFERFFEA S [Prehistoric Ryukyuan livelihood and trade — from excavation researches
on Amami and Okinawa) revised version, Kinoshita Laboratory, Kumamoto University,
2003. Takanashi Osamu &%4%, Yakogai no kokogaku ¥ 37 ' A D154 [Archaeology of
Turban Shell), Doseisha, 2005.
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nese pirates)” which was inevitably “illegal” in the maritime ban. At least Ming
China regarded its relationship with Ryukyu as a matter highly-related with
Japan?. During 15" and 16™ centuries, Ryukyu was a vital portion of Asian
maritime trade, as an intermediary which connected local trade networks, rather
than a production area of trading articles®’. The golden age of the tributary rela-
tionship and trade between Ryukyu and the Ming found out by Ming Shilu and
Rekidai Hoan was from the end of 14" century to the middle of 15" century. Since
then, Ryukyu Kingdom proceeded with the political and economic integration of
“Ryukyu arc”, while opportunities of its tributary trade with the Ming gradually
declined”. On the other hand, Japanese merchants mainly lived on Hakata or
Sakai took initiative in maritime trade between Ryukyu, Japan and Korea after
the middle of 15™ century”. In addition, after the unification of Japan by Toyo-
tomi Hideyoshi, Ryukyu became strongly affected by Japanese political influences
through Satsuma located on the south of Kyushu. Especially the invasion of
Korea by Toyotomi Japan was the worst-case condition for Ryukyu, in the sense
of the battle between Japan and China as the most important states for Ryukyu.
In this time, Ryukyu was forced to manage a very difficult diplomacy as alle-
giance to the Ming and sending several reports to the Ming about internal condi-

2) Okamoto Hiromichi, “Foreign Policy and Maritime Trade in the Early Ming Period: Focus-
ing on the Ryukyu Kingdom”, ACTA ASIATICA 95, 2008.

3) On this point, there are a series of studies around 1940, based on Rekidai Hoan, a collection
of diplomatic documents of Ryukyu kingdom written in Chinese. Kobata Atsushi/3%H
%, Chitsei nanté tsitko boekishi no kenkyii [A study of the history of contacts and trade of the
Southern Islands in the middle ages], Nihon Hyoronsha, 1939 (revised version in 1993,
Rinsen Shoten). Higashionna Kanjun HEMNFLIE, Reimeiki no kaigai katsishi, Teikoku kyo-
uikukai shuppanbu, 1941 (Higashionna Kanjun zenshii $tEN 51544 3, Daiichi Shobo,
1979). Asato Nobu%H4E, Okinawa kaiyé hattenshi: Nihon nanpou hattenshi josetsu IR
SR — HAR I LT [The history of overseas expanshion of Okinawa], Okin-
awaken Kaigaikyokai, 1941 (reprinted in 1967, Rytukyt Bunkyo Tosho). As recent studies,
see Takara Kurayoshifi LA, Shinpan Ryikyi no jidai FiBEEROIME [The age of
Ryukyu, new edition], Hirugisha, 1989.

4) Okamoto[2008], op. cit., pp.36—41, pp.52-55.

5) To overview related studies, see Ito KojifHiES2H], “15 / 16 seiki no Nihon to Rytkyii:
Kenkyshi seiri no shiten kara” 15 - 161:fd o HA & iizk— A5 H O 2755 [Japan
and Ryukyu in the 15™ and 16" Centuries: from the reexamination of former studies],
Kyushu-shigaku JUN 2% 144, 2006.
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tions of Japan on the one hand, and as maintenance of relationships with Satsuma
and Toyotomi Japan on the other hand. After Hideyoshi’s death, Tokugawa leyasu
succeeded to the rule of Japan, and then started negotiations with Ming China
through several channels to restore a relationship between Japan and the Ming.
But these results were not desirable for him. In the situation like this, Ryukyu was
getting a great deal of attention as one of channels for the negotiation to the Ming.
However, the reaction of Ryukyu in the time was extremely cold against
Tokugawa Japan and Satsuma. This attitude is reasonable considering the impor-
tance of the Ryukyu’s relationship with Ming China, the difficulty of the nego-
tiation for the restoration of relationship between Japan and Ming, and bad influ-
ences on Ryukyu in case Ryukyu would engage in restoration activities on the
Japan’s side. But Tokugawa Shogunate and Satsuma felt frustrated against this
Ryukyu’s cold attitude, and began to make further breakthrough more aggres-
sively. Just before the invasion of Ryukyu by Satsuma, Satsuma regarded acquisi-
tion of Amami islands as the most important problem to solve the inner contradic-
tion of its power structure. On the other hand, Tokugawa Shogunate regarded the
negotiation for a restoration of diplomatic relations with Ming China through the
intermediation of Ryukyu as the most important issue. These two did not agree
with expectation for Ryukyu completely. However, Ryukyu’s “stubborn” attitude
led Tokugawa Shogunate approve the dispatch of troops by Satsuma, then Ryukyu
kingdom became incorporated into the “rule” of Satsuma, and Tokugawa Shogu-
nate dominating over Satsuma®.

In this paper, I will discuss the transition of Ryukyu Kingdom’s diplomacy,
which was ruled by Satsuma and Tokugawa Shogunate, on the other hand main-
tained its investiture-tributary relationships with Ming-Qing China. Then I will
confirm Ryukyu Kingdom’s “Cultural Strategy” generally established until early
18™ century, and the establishment of “Ryukyuness” inherited in contemporary
Ryukyu-Okinawa society, which was come from the diplomacy and surrounding
conditions of Ryukyu Kingdom in this period. Through these researches, I would

29

like to provide useful examples to consider the state of “traditional society

6) For the circumstances leading up to the invasion by Satsuma, Prof. Kamiya Nobuyuki
advanced his own research. See Kamiya Nobuyukift/Z2#:Z, Bakuhanseikokka no Ryikyi
shihai %M E K OHiBR SR [The control of Ryukyu by Shogunate state], Azekura Shobg,
1990.
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derived from the accumulation of “Cultural-Interaction” on the more global
context.

1. The diplomacy of Ryukyu Kingdom

After the invasion by Satsuma, Ryukyu kingdom was forced to manage its
diplomacy under the restriction by Satsuma and Tokugawa Shogunate. But on the
other hand, the fact of Japanese rule over Ryukyu was able to be the fatal disad-
vantage for the diplomacy of Ryukyu. So, Ryukyu inevitably tended to conceal
Japan’s control over itself. This is often called “the concealment policy of the
relationship with Japan” in the study of Ryukyuan history. However, it is not
surprising that each diplomatic agent would conceal its own inconvenient truth.
It is of course a proper attitude. Especially in the context of Ryukyu’s history,
why “the concealment policy of the relationship with Japan” is regarded as the
characteristic factor in the early-modern Ryukyu era? So I would like to reexam-
ine the diplomacy of Ryukyu Kingdom in the 17" and early 18™ centuries to
understand this issue.

1-1. 1609-1635, from the invasion of Satsuma to the “restoration” of the

Ryukyu’s diplomatic position

After the invasion of Satsuma wad ended, Satsuma army took the king of
Chiizan (Sho nei), a younger brother of the king (Sho ko), two of Sanshikan
(Council of Three, Urasoe Choshi and Jana Rizan), and so on, and made a trium-
phant return to Kagoshima. Next year, the lord of Satsuma domain took them to
Sunpu and Edo, and had an audience with Tokugawa Ieyasu and Tokugawa
Hidetada. Of course their position in this journey was prisoners of war. However,
Tokugawa Shogunate’s reception for the party of the king Shd nei was prepared
according to the mission from Joseon Korea in 1607. Tokugawa Shogunate
treated the party of Sho nei as a diplomatic mission from a foreign country, and
treated Ryukyu as the same rank of foreign countries as Joseon Korea. It means
that when the Shogunate accepted “a mission dispatched by a foreign country” in
the case like this, the treatment itself had a great significance for the prestige of
the newborn Tokugawa Shogunate. At the same time, it reveals that then
Tokugawa Shogunate must take the treatment of Ryukyu as a country which was
enough to act as intermediary in the negotiation between Japan and Ming China.
Though Ryukyu was surrendered militarily, it must be still a dignified and inde-
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pendent country for Tokugawa Shogunate.

However, the negotiation for the restoration of the relationship between
Japan and Ming China had not made progress. Ryukyu sent its envoy to the Ming
court in the next year of Satsuma’s invasion, but then the Ming court decided to
prohibit Ryukyu’s tribute in ten years. The true meaning of the Ming’s attitude is
a fear against Japan. The Ming court pointed out that the tributary articles from
Ryukyu contained articles made in Japan at the time, but it was of course ordinary
more than two hundred years. Probably the Ming court regarded the invasion of
Ryukyu by Satsuma as a second coming of Japanese military campaign like the
invasion of Korea”. The next year, Satsuma requested Ryukyu to bring the dip-
lomatic document to the Ming court which pressed the Ming to choose one of the
three options of trade between Japan and Ming China. But it contained Japanese
intimidation to attack Ming China if the Ming refused the proposal, it was very
dangerous mission for Ryukyu. Ryukyu refused its request at last, it showed an
example of “cultural-interaction” between Ryukyu and Japan in diplomacy, and
also showed Ryukyu’s independence to some extent at that time.

The restoration of the relationship between Ryukyu and Ming China was also
not easy issue itself. Especially the process of restoration of Ryukyu’s tribute once
every two years showed its difficulty. Ming’s restriction for Ryukyu’s tributary
opportunities had gradually loosened up, and finally it restored once every two
years as former times in 1633. The reduction of traffic between Ryukyu and China
until 1633 resulted in a depression of Ryukyu’s economy. In 1616, after the die
of Tokugawa leyasu, the diplomatic policy of Tokugawa Shogunate changed to
abandon the restoration of the relationship between Japan and Ming China, on the
same time the Shogunate tended to restrict the maritime trade gradually. Satsuma
also changed its attitude against Ryukyu in this situation, and began to promote
transformation of Ryukyu’s manners and customs into exotic. The causes of this

7) Ming China in that time would felt a fear against Japan behind Ryukyu, rather than Ryukyu
itself. See Fuma SusumuZfHif, “1609 nen, Nihon no Ryikyl heigd ikdo ni okeru
Chigoku / Chosen no tai Rytkyt gaiko: Higashi ajia 4 koku ni okeru sakuho, tstshin sos-
hite tozetsu”16094F, HADTRERDEE LRI 51 % HPIE - IO ImERIVZE— T ¥ 7 U [
2B B, alfE. L Ci&#e [Chinese and Korean diplomacy toward Ryukyu after
Japan’s annexation of Ryukyu in 1609: investiture, state-level interaction, and suspension
of relations among the four countries of East Asia], Chasenshi kenkyitkai ronbunshii Wt 524
Fesxim LA 46, 2008.
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change were not simple, but one of them was that Satsuma considered Ryukyu as
a foreign country provided Satsuma with more profits rather than Ryukyu assim-
ilating into Japan. At the same time, Satsuma tried to promote the economic
development of Ryukyu. On the other hand, Tokugawa Shogunate and Satsuma
had a strong precaution against Christian’s contact in the “Ryukyu arc”. The rota-
tion system of officials dispatched from Shuri on Yaeyama (Yaeyama-Zaiban-sei)
started from 1632, the purpose of this system was defending these islands against
Christianity, Spanish and Portuguese which had an ambition for the Ryukyu
archipelago® .

In 1634, the institution of a mission dispatched from Ryukyu kingdom to
Tokugawa Shogunate at the enthronement of the new Shogun of the Shogunate
or the new King of Chiizan started. And the usage of the title “Kokushi” for the
king of Chiizan started between Ryukyu and Satsuma in the next year. It means
that the king of Chiizan was regarded as an official of Satsuma. Therefore the
essential rituals between Ryukyu and the three political powers over Ryukyu —
Ming China, Tokugawa Shogunate, and Satsuma — were established definitely? .

1-2. 1635-1684, Ming—Qing transition and the end of disorders in the East

Asia

For Ryukyu kingdom, this period is a period of instability, though I have said
“the essential rituals ... were established definitely” just before. The most impor-
tant factor of instability was the Ming-Qing transition. In 1636, Manchu declared
its own name changed into “Qing” and invaded Joseon Korea. A lot of rebellions
occurred everywhere inside Ming china, and the Ming court had not enough
power to suppress them. The Ming dynasty perished in 1644 because of the rebel-
lion led by Li Zicheng, at that time Wu Sangui, who was the general of the Ming
and confronting against the Qing’s army on the north of Beijing, made peace with

8) Machira Fusaaki FL4¢F5HA, “Sakoku keiseiki no Ryiikyi zaiban bugyo” $HETERI 5
ERAETEZRAT, Ryitkyit no rekisi to bunka: Yamamoto Hirofumi hakushi kanreki kinen ronshii Ek®
JiE 53 & SOt — ILARBA ST S R B &R SC 4, Honpo Shoseki, 1985, pp.147-148.

9) Kamiya[1990], op. cit., and Kamiya Nobuyuki, Taikun gaiké to higashi ajia KFEHIZE LT
Y7 [Taikun diplomacy and East Asia], Yoshikawa Kobunkan, 1997. On the other hand,
Prof. Tomiyama Kazuyuki had critically-revisited from a positive standpoint of Ryukyuan
initiative. Tomiyama Kazuyuki & W ILFIAT, Ryikyi okoku no oken to gaiko HikkF.[E o £
L4438 [Royal authority and diplomacy of Ryukyu kingdom], Yoshikawa Kobunkan, 2004.
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the Qing and led the Qing’s army into Beijing to fight against Li Zicheng. As a
result, the Qing could occupy the old Ming’s capital Beijing. But there were not
a few powers to resist the Qing and each of them declared itself the successor of
Ming emperor, which was called “South Ming”. Zheng Chenggong, who was a
general of the Ming and assisted one of them, expelled the Dutch from Taiwan
to obtain a foothold in 1661 and continued resisting the Qing. Wu Sangui also
rebelled against the Qing in 1673. Its final consequence was uncertain for
Ryukyu, Japan and the other peripheral countries, so it was very difficult to choice
the new diplomatic counterpart in these powers.

In addition, Manchu and the Qing dynasty were originally “barbarians” in
the traditional Chinese context, so Ryukyu and Japan tend to hate Manchu’s rule.
Especially Ryukyu and Japan including Tokugawa Shogunate and Satsuma was
afraid of being forced to accept its pig-tail hair, they had exchanged a lot of letters
about measures against the Qing each other. At first the Shogunate and Satsuma
wanted Ryukyu to resist against the Qing, but finally they gave up its judgement
and regarded Ryukyu as “out of the territory of Japan” to avoid these troublesome
problems like this. In this process, we can find out a fact that Tokugawa Shogu-
nate and Satsuma needed Ryukyu as an “independent” diplomatic actor in their
diplomacy'”, and Ryukyu could find out its own raison d’étre in it. Ryukyu was
struggling with this diplomatic situation and seeking its more suitable plan to
manage its own kingdom. Sho Shoken was the most famous political leader in
this period of Ryukyuan history, determined the course of the kingdom’s policy
through “Haneji-Shioki” and his own politics.

1-3. 1684—, the Qing Empire’s stable rule and the age of “quiet diplomacy”

in East Asia

After 1683, the Qing’s victory against Zheng’s Taiwan brought maritime East
Asia peace and a new situation. The Kangxi emperor of the Qing dynasty basi-
cally succeeded the style of diplomacy from the former Ming dynasty especially
for East and Southeast Asia, but its concept was not same. Qing’s diplomatic
attitudes were completely different in each region, and were chosen according to
each regional situation. In addition, the Qing court would not interfere with
outside the empire excessively in contrast to the early Ming. Prof. Iwai Shigeki

10) Tomiyama[2004] op. cit., pp.75-76.
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called its tendency “quiet diplomacy™?.

Ryukyu kingdom was also forced to perform as a diplomatic actor in this
situation. Therefore Ryukyu began to adopt “the concealment policy of the rela-
tionship with Japan”. The change of the route for sending drifted ships and
peoples back to their mother country was a symbolic example of this policy.
Drifted ships and people to the Ryukyu archipelago were at first sent to Nagasaki
and then sent back to each mother country normally until 1686. However, the
Qing court gave Ryukyu an official notice to send drifted Chinese ships and
people back to China in 1684, and Ryukyu offer a response to the Qing that
Ryukyu obeyed the notice in 1686. It should be noted that Ryukyu decided this
change without Satsuma’s permission. Ryukyu reported this change to Satsuma
in 1694 and gained its confirmation, because Ryukyu was afraid to reveal its
relationship with Japan in the fact of sending ships and people to Nagasaki.
Japanese coming and going around the Ryukyu archipelago were explained as the
people from “Takara-jima” to Chinese. When a Chinese mission for the investi-
ture of the King came to Ryukyu, all things and people related to Japan were
concealed temporarily. Manuals for dealing with drifting ships and people come
to Ryukyu were compiled several times during the 18" century. Manuals for
sailers who were possible to drifting and being washed on the foreign ashore were
also compiled. These treatments were not only temporarily but based on the firm
policy, then this “concealment policy of the relationship with Japan™ restricted
and offered the direction of Ryukyuan society.

2. “Cultural strategy” in the diplomacy of Ryukyu Kingdom

In this section, I would like to introduce several examples of the “Cultural
strategy” in the diplomacy of Ryukyu Kingdom. Although these were not all, and
former two happened only once in one or several decades, but these examples
contained the essence of “Cultural strategy” of Ryukyu.

11) Twai Shigeki i 1%4, “Shindai no goshi to ‘chinmoku gaiko'” O & [ LEAAE |
[Border markets and “quiet diplomacy” during the Qing period], Fuma Susumu ed.,
Chiigoku Higashi ajia gaikokoryiishi no kenkyi WIEIH 7 ¥ 7 #V 283801 58 DAJF 7% [Essays on the
history of Chinese diplomacy and cultural exchange in East Asia], Kyoto University Press,
2007.

10
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2-1. Dispatches of Ryukyu’s mission to the Tokugawa Shogunate

As stated above, the institution of a mission dispatched from Ryukyu to
Tokugawa Shogunate started from 1634. These missions were dispatched 18 times
from 1634 to 1850, and the number of people in each mission was around a
hundred. Each mission firstly went to Kagoshima, then boarded on ships with
escorts dispatched by Satsuma together and went through the west side of Kyushu
island and Setonaikai sea to Osaka. After sailing upstream to Kyoto, they walked
on the road to Edo'?.

The preparation of each mission started one or several years before their
departure. Especially the training of music and dances were preparing elaborately,
a special magistrate (Odori-bugyo) was appointed temporarily and managed train-
ing program for young people selected from the gentleman’s lineage. The music
for training and presentation contained the music for reception (uzagaku) and the
music for parade (rojigaku). The costume of each official was Chinese-style, and
each mission embodied the essence of Chinese culture. The culture and ability of
making Chinese and Japanese poem, calligraphy, painting, etc. were needed to
each official of the mission, and their high evaluation in each journey was
regarded as rising up the evaluation and prestige of Ryukyu kingdom. So, it was
regarded as the significant means to manage the diplomacy of Ryukyu kingdom.
Of course, gifts for Shogun, some higher officials in the Shogunate and a lot of
feudal lords (daimyé) were also preparing elaborately.

Through examining a mission dispatched to Tokugawa Shogunate, we can
understand that the diplomacy of Ryukyu kingdom was closely related with many
cultural factors.

2—2. Reception for Chinese missions dispatched for the investiture of the
King of Ryukyu
Chinese missions for the investiture of the king of Ryukyu were dispatched
23 times by the Ming and the Qing dynasty from 1404 to 1866, 9 times after the

12) For dispatches of Ryukyuan envoy to Shogunate, see Miyagi Eisho &35 5, Ryikyi shi-
setsu no Edo nobori JEKEiDOILF 1Y) [The journey of Ryukyuan envoy toward Edo],
Daiichi shobd, 1982. Yokoyama Manabu 1L1%%, Ryitkyi koku shisetsu torai no kenkyii Hik
[E] il i % 2k O AF 42 [Studies on Ryukyuan envoys coming to Japan], Yoshikawa Kobunkan,
1987.
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invasion of Satsuma. The number of people in each mission was about 300 to
600, and each mission was dispatched after the request from Ryukyu and the
permission of the emperor. The core members of the mission were appointed by
the emperor in the capital, and then they went to Fuzhou and did preparation for
the voyage to Ryukyu. Each voyage from Fujian to Naha needed 7 to 10 days
usually, but it was regarded as very dangerous, so each mission prayed to Mazu
(or Tianfei, Tianhou) for the safety of the voyage'.

The preparation for Chinese missions was similar to the preparation for
Ryukyuan missions dispatched to Japan. Its main factors contained (1) music and
dances, (2) poem and writing, calligraphy, painting, (3) gift and dishes. Of course,
the Japanese cultural factors were excluded. Each mission from China stayed
Ryukyu at least 3 months to wait a good monsoon for their return, so they were
sightseeing around Shuri and Naha, and correcting the information about Ryukyu
during their stay. Since 1534, the head of each mission wrote a book about
Ryukyu after returning to China, and peoples in other countries including Japan
could know the information of Ryukyu through reading these books'".

Reception for Chinese mission dispatched to Ryukyu for investiture of the
king was the most significant event for the diplomacy of Ryukyu kingdom, and
was also significant for the raison d’étre of Ryukyu kingdom. Although its cost
was a burden for Ryukyu, it is indispensable for not only Ryukyu kingdom but
also Satsuma and Tokugawa Shogunate.

2-3. Practices of Ryukyuan “Cultural strategy” in the early-modern Ryukyu
era

These two cases above were quite important events for the diplomacy of

13) There are a lot of works for Chinese missions for the investiture of the king of Ryukyu. See
Okinawa Prefectural Museum ed., Sappashi: Chiigoku kotei no shisha i3 — v [E] 245 O
# [Missions for the investiture: the envoy of Chinese Emperor], Associates of the Oki-
nawa Prefectural Museum, 1989.

14) After Chen kan’s visit to Ryukyu in 1534, Chinese missions for the investiture of the king
of Ryukyu basically had written records of their experience and knowledge called “Shi
Liuqiu lu”, and almost of their records are translated into Japanese by Harada Nobuo J5iH
B . For the historical characteristics of “Shi Liugiu lu”, see Fuma Susumu ed., Zatei Shi-
Ryitkyii-roku kaidai oyobi kenkyii ¥§ET bt ER SR E K OWFZE [Biblographies and studies on
“Shi Liugiu lu”: enlarged and revised edition], Y6ju Shorin, 1999.

12
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Ryukyu kingdom in the early-modern Ryukyu era, and there had been made
careful preparations on these practices. However, they had limited significance on
the whole story of cultural interaction in Ryukyu around that time. Because these
events were occasional, only once in several decades. Of course, Ryukyuan
peoples had put on practice of their “Cultural Strategy” at ordinary times. It
should be internalized as the essential part of Ryukyuan society.

Haneji Shioki, written by Haneji Chochu, or Sho Shoken (Tomei, personal
name in Chinese style), contained twelve kinds of skills which should be culti-

vated by members of Ryukyuan ruling class'®

. These skills could be generally
classified three categories: a) skills directly related with work and sophistication
required for government officials — literacy, calculation, calligraphy, b) special-
ized technical skills — medicine, cooking, horse-riding, c) skills for entertainment
and social intercourse — singing, playing Chinese music, tea ceremony, flower
arrangement. Haneji, who carried out a series of rationalistic reforms, declared all
of these skills were required for each official in Ryukyu kingdom. This was prob-
ably an overstatement, but these skills which were linked with “Cultural diplo-
macy” of Ryukyu should be necessary for survival of Ryukyu kingdom at that
time.

Quite a few of members in Ryukyuan ruling class could learn these skills in
their society personally, on the other hand many members went to Kagoshima or
Fuzhou to study these skills in the case of Ryukyu. Ryukyuan schooling system
like kokugaku or Hiragakkajo had established only after the end of 18™ century,
this slowness might be due to these rich opportunities for overseas education.

2—4. Effective reach of “Cultural strategy”: Ryukyu Arc’s cultural orientation
and cultural interaction in the early-modern Ryukyu era
As mentioned above, “Cultural Strategy” of Ryukyu kingdom had been
involved and internalized in daily life of its society, and incorporated in the self-
consciousness of “Ryukyu”. It really had a great effect on the concrete aspects of
Ryukyuan diplomacy as dispatches of missions to the Shogunate in Edo, reception
for Chinese missions, dispatches of missions to Satsuma, and so on. However, it

15) Okinawa ken Okinawa shiryo henshijo WHBERMPHAESERSERT ed., Okinawaken shiryo
zenkindai 1: Shuri ofu shioki WHBYLSHURL Wit 1 M ERFLLE, Okinawa ken kyodiku
iinkai, 1981, p.24.

13
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is supposed to define the cultural orientation of Ryukyuan society, even on the
scene where was not relevant to it. In this section, I estimate several examples
which already had former researches in a lot of cases like this.

A. Drifting ships and countermeasure of Ryukyu

As for cases of drifting ashore, there are many related source materials,
especially on Rekidai Hoéan and historical documents of relationships between
China and Ryukyu. Recent progress of study for this theme is remarkable, and
there already exist a variety of concrete researches for drifting cases both from

Ryukyu to overseas and from overseas to Ryukyu'®’

. Moreover, Ryukyu was an
islands state surrounded by ocean, and had not a few opportunities to contact with
overseas through drifting cases. On the other hand, because of “the concealment
policy” of its relationships with Japan mentioned above, Ryukyu was forced to
develop various strategies to prevent its information from leaking out to foreign
countries. Therefore, countermeasure manuals like “Ryoko kokoroe no jojo” as
mentioned formerly had been prepared and disseminated in early-modern Ryukyu

cra.

B. Cultural Interaction through books

In early-modern Ryukyu era, a large amount of books published in China
and Japan had flowed into Ryukyu, and became widely read there. Of course,
most of them were assumed to be flowed into Shuri, Naha, and near there around
the government of Ryukyu kingdom. However, considerable number of books had
been brought into the other island in Ryukyu arc, and most of them still exist. For
example, Uezu-ke monjo and Yonamine-ke monjo in Kume island, Miyara-dunchi
Bunko and Ishigaki-ke monjo in Ishigaki island are well-known. There are not a
few studies about distribution and reading of these books in early-modern Ryukyu

16) Recently, Watanabe Miki had made a series of researches: Watanabe Miki #3432, “Shin-
dai Chiigoku ni okeru hyochakumin no shochi to Ryiikyi (1) / (2)" R ENC B % A
ROULE L HiER(1)-(2) [The treatment for drifters in Qing China and Ryukyu(1)/(2)],
Nanté Shigaku T E55% 54-55, 1999-2000. Watanabe Miki, “Shin ni taisuru Ryi-Nichi
kankei no inpei to hydchaku mondai” #1253 % Bit H B4R ki & 5245 F 3 [Concealing
Ryukyu-Japanese Relations from Qing China and the problems of castaways], Shigaku
zasshi W 2F4ERE114-11, 2005.
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eral7)

, but it remains a further possibility of research.
C. Kansen geinou, Uzagaku, Rojigaku, and Kumiodori: their relationships with

local dance and music

Chinese style music called “Min-Shin gaku” had spread from Nagasaki to
various regions in japan, and in Ryukyu it had involved into Ryukyuan ceremonial
music, so-called Kansen geinoé at the reception for Chinese missions, and
Uzagaku, Rojigaku on dispatches missions to Shogunate. It is assumed that these
had played essential role on “the Cultural Strategy” in the diplomacy of Ryukyu
kingdom. In addition, it is well-known that its effect had covered not only officers
and a part of gentleman in Ryukyuan ruling class, but also societies of remote
villeges and islands'®. In 1719, Kumiodori was created by Tamagusuku Chokun
for the sake of reception for Chinese mission. It was performed former story of
Ryukyu based on elements of performing arts, which were originally brought
from Japan and China. However, around 1800 and later, it can be seen on the
stage of local village’s festival. The linkage between Ofu Kumiodori, or former
one, and Chiho Kumiodori, or later one, is not still clear, it is desirable to make
further research for this field'?.

D. Chinese tea and Japanese tea
In Ryukyu arc, ceramics supposed as tea things after 14" century were

17) Especially Chinese books flowed into Ryukyu arc in that time, see Takatsu Takashi i3
and Enokawa Atsushi 2%7)113 eds., Zoho Ryitkyii kankei kanseki mokuroku: Kinsei Ryikyii ni
okeru kanseki no shiishii / ryitsii / shuppan ni tsuite no sogoteki kenkyii BT EREAREEEE H $%
EAEHEERIE BT % BEEONUE - ¥l - BRSO W TORAIIZE [Catalog of Chinese books
related with Ryukyu, revised edition: comprehensive studies on collection, distribution and
publication of Chinese books in early-modern Ryukyu], Shibundo, 2005.

18) O Yoka(Wang yaohua) TH#3#E, Chiigoku to Ryikyii no sangen ongaku "'[E| & HiEk o =48
[Sangen musics in China and Ryukyu], Daiichi shobo, 1998. Prof. Kato Toru's website is
also useful: “Okinawa no Chiigoku denrai ongaku” M#EOH Efz % in “Min Shin gaku
siryoko” BIi# % FHEE URL: http://www.geocities.jp/cato1963/singaku.html

19) Suzuki Kota #iAHEA, “Kumiodori to Ryiika: Ocho bunka no shoso” #iLEf & Hidk T304k
DA [Kumiodori and Ryiika: several aspects of the court culture], Zaidan hgjin Okin-
awaken bunka shinkokai komonjo kanribu shiryd henshihitsu {3 A IR SO LRI £
N HEPFRES ed., Okinawaken shi kakuronhen 4 Kinsei MTHEELE  &intw 4  IoHt, Oki-
nawa ken kyoiku iinkai, 2005.
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unearthed and until 16" century the existence of Japanese Chanoyu tea culture in
Ryukyu was confirmed by document source materials. But it would be limited in
contrast to north of Kagoshima, or Japan archipelago. On the other hand, there
appeared some descriptions about “7ocha”(Chinese tea) on historical source
materials in 18" century, Chinese tea’s influence seemed to cover Ryukyuan
society. Ryukyu had imported Chinese tea from Fuzhou and Japanese tea from
Kagoshima in that time. Moreover, we could find out domestic production on
each islands in Ryukyu arc during the same period. Ryukyuan society had devel-
oped its own unique tea culture, while it was affected by Japan and China as a
periphery of both countries®”.

E. Countermeasure against smallpox and traffic across islands

In early-modern Ryukyu era, Ryukyu had traffic with mainland China and
Japanese archipelago continuously. So an influx of epidemic disease from outside
had been a great threat. Especially in a closed island, if once a dangerous infection
like smallpox breaked out, it means a collapse of the island society for the worst.
Therefore, the government of Ryukyu kingdom had implemented countermea-
sures against smallpox, through quarantine of people for possible infection and

2 These countermea-

systematic implementation of vaccination against smallpox
sures restricted real movements across sea, and should also affect meanings of

maritime traffic and mutual recognition as seen from island societies.

20) Maehira Fusaaki, “Chiigoku cha to Nihon cha” W7t & H 7 [Chinese tea and Japanese
tea], Ryitkyit wo chiishin to shita higashiajia ni okeru butsuryii kozo FiER% L& L72WT V7
2BV % Wik [The structure of distribution in East Asia: focusing on Ryukyu], Report
of research results of Grant-in Aid for Scientific Research(C) from 2005 to 2007 (Repre-
sentative: Machira Fusaaki), 2008. Furthermore, I am proceeding my investigation for tea
culture in Ryukyu arc as a part of joint research at ICIS.

21) Kobayashi Shigeru /i), Noké / keikan / saigai: Ryitkyii retto no kankyoshi F¥f « 5efl - %
#—HiEkYI S OBEEE Y [An environmental history of the Ryukyu islands: agriculture, land-
scape and disasters], Daiichi shobo, 2003. Kobayashi Shigeru, “Shippei ni miru kinsei
Ryikyi shoto” ¥ 2 A % i 5Bk & [Early-modern Ryukyu archipelago from the per-
spective of disease], Okinawa kenshi kakuronhen 4 kinsei, Okinawa ken kyoiku
iinkai(Okinawa Prefectural Board of Education), 2005.
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3. Cultural transformation of societies inside Ryukyu in the early-
modern Ryukyu era

The effect of “Cultural strategy” of Ryukyu kingdom was not being felt only
in the society of gentleman lived around Shuri, the capital of the kingdom, but
also the other societies inside the Ryukyu archipelago. It is of course because
Ryukyu kingdom had already advanced its administrative and economical integra-
tion across the whole area of the archipelago to some extent. In addition, we must
pay attention to the potential of Ryukyu as a periphery against China and Japan.
These rapid changes which made the foundation of the “tradition” in Ryukyu, was
obviously stimulated by its own difficult and complex role as “subordinate dou-
ble-tributary state”, the concept insisted by Prof. Tomiyama Kazuyuki®. About
“Cultural Interaction” between the gentleman society around the capital of
Ryukyu kingdom and the other societies, further research would be required, but
there are so many examples to examine this issue in the early-modern Ryukyu
era. For example, relationships between the large consumption in Ryukyuan
society and marine products like sea tangles which were provided in the north
end of Japan, problems around ships across Ryukyu arc like Jibune (Ryukyuan
local ship), Maransen (Chinese style local ship), Yamatobune (Japanese ship),
problems around various textiles and handcrafts as tax or tributary goods, several
aspects of religion and ceremony in Ryukyuan society, in addition, the interaction
against Amami islands which were substantially under the control of Satsuma®’,
and so on. These examples were also found in the outside of the gentleman
society, and were closely related to the diplomatic position of Ryukyu kingdom.
In order to deepen our understanding of the cultural transformation in early-
modern Ryukyu era, we have to find a structure of “cultural interaction” which
was constructed by the interface and the context of each society or group. In that
sense, the concept “Cultural Interaction” is very useful to research for the history
of Ryukyu.

22) Tomiyama[2004], op. cit.

23) For example, Taira Tacko examined a exchange between a local officer in Okinoerabu island
and Chinese missions for investiture of the king of Ryukyu, it is very interesting. Taira
Tacko *F-E#b-1-, “Sakuhd shisetsu rairy(ji ni okeru shibun kéryi: 7otd nikki wo chiishin ni”
TR BRIEZ BV 2 53058t — MR HEE) % w012 [Exchange of poems with Chinese
envoys for the investiture of the king of Ryukyu: focusing on 7oté Nikki], Shukan toyo gaku
T B P24 (Chinese and Oriental studies) 94, 2005
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